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JAPAN CULCON PANELISTS: 

Chair: 
 Hon. Amb. KATO Ryozo, Former Ambassador to the United States of America 
 
Vice Chair: 
 Dr. KUBO Fumiaki, President, National Defense Academy of Japan  
 
Panelists: 
 Mr. AGAWA Naoyuki, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Doshisha University  

 Mr. AKITA Hiroyuki, Commentator, Nikkei 

 Mr. SHIMATANI Hiroyuki, President, National Institutes for Cultural Heritage / Executive 
Director, Kyushu National Museum 

 Mr. SUGIURA Yasuyuki, Managing Director, Toyo Bunko 

 Dr. TAKAHASHI Yuko, President, Tsuda University 

 Ms. TSUKA Hiroko, Executive Vice President, the Japan Foundation / Acting Executive Director, 
The Center for Global Partnership 

 Mr. MIMURA Akio, Senior Advisor, Honorary Chairman, NIPPON STEEL CORPORATION 
 

Ex-Officio Members:  
 Mr. SONE Kenko, Assistant Minister, Director-General, Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (MOFA) 

 Mr. ICHIKAWA Keiichi, Director-General, North American Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs（MOFA）  

 Mr. TAGUCHI Yasushi, Assistant Minister, Director-General for International Affairs, Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) 

 
Advisors:  
 Mr. ASO Yutaka, Chairman, Aso Corporation and Aso Cement Co., Ltd. 

 

U.S. CULCON PANELISTS: 

Chair: 
 Dr. Sheila Smith, John E. Merow Senior Fellow for Asia Pacific Studies, Council on Foreign 

Relations (CFR) 
 
Panelists: 
 Mr. Trevor Dawes, Vice Provost for Libraries and Museums and May Morris University Librarian, 

University of Delaware 

 Dr. Patricia Maclachlan, Professor of Government and Asian Studies and the Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Professor of Japanese Studies, University of Texas at Austin 

http://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/sheila-smith


 Dr. Samuel C. Morse, Howard and Martha Mitchell Professor of the History of Art and Asian 
Languages and Civilizations, Amherst College 

 Dr. M. Diana Helweg Newton, Director of the Tower Scholars Program and Senior Fellow, John 
Goodwin Tower Center for Political Studies, Southern Methodist University (SMU) 

 Dr. Leonard J. Schoppa, Jr., Director, Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, The University of 
Virginia 

 Mr. David Sneider, Partner at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP in the Firm`s Corporate Department 

 Dr. William M. Tsutsui, President and CEO, Ottawa University 

 Ms. Shay Youngblood, Author 
 

Ex-Officio Members:  
 Mr. Daniel Kritenbrink, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 

 Mr. Matthew Lussenhop, Acting Assistant Secretary for Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. 
Department of State 

 Ms. Michelle Asha Cooper, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Post Secondary Education, U.S. 
Department of Education 
 

PRESENTERS: 

 Ms. IWAI Akiko, Visiting Researcher, PHP Institute, Inc., Professor and Chair of Business Design 
Department, Faculty of Global Business, Showa Women`s University 

 Ms. KATO Kazuyo, Executive Director, JCIE/USA 
 Mr. James Gannon, Senior Fellow, JCIE/USA  

 Dr. Mary Schmidt Campbell, President, Spelman College 

 Ms. Camille Dawson, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Public Affairs and Public Diplomacy and 
Regional and Security Policy, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
 

U.S. GOVERNMENT: 

 Ms. Grace Choi, Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer, Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy Tokyo 

 Ms. Shannon Dorsey, Cultural Attaché, Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy Tokyo 

 Ms. Cheryl Gibbs, Senior Director, International and Foreign Language Education, Office of 
Postsecondary Education, U.S. Department of Education 

 Mr. Tim Marshall, Senior Program Officer, East Asia & Pacific Programs Branch, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State 

 Mr. Philip Roskamp, Counselor for Public Affairs, U.S. Embassy Tokyo 

 Mr. Pope Thrower, Public Diplomacy Coordinator for Japan and Korea, Bureau of East Asian & 
Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
 

Japanese GOVERNMENT: 

 Ms. TSUDA Yoko, Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations Division, Minister’s 
Secretariat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Ms. KITAHARA Sachiko, Assistant Director, Cultural Affairs and Overseas Public Relations 
Division, Minister’s Secretariat, MOFA 

 Mr. MATSUBARA Taro, Director, Office for International Cooperation Planning, Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

 Mr. ONO Kenichi, Senior Specialist for Personnel Exchange, Office for International Cooperation 
Planning, MEXT  

 Ms. USUBA Yoko, Unit Chief, Office for International Cooperation Planning, MEXT 

 Ms. SEINO Minako, Officer, Office for International Cooperation Planning, MEXT 

http://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/leonard-j-schoppa-jr
http://culcon.jusfc.gov/about-us/membership/david-sneider


 Mr. MIZOBUCHI Masashi, Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs, Director of Japan Information 
and Culture Center, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America 

 Mr. KANESHIRO Taichi, Counselor, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America 

 Ms. NAKAMURA Tomoko, Second Secretary, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America 

 Others (TBD) 
 

OBSERVERS:  

 Mr. HAYAHI Kenji, Secretary, Nippon Steal 

 Mr. SUGI Kentato, Manager, International Division, The Japan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry 

 Ms. OIWA Naka, Program officer, PHP Institute, Inc. 

 Mr. OHISA Hiroshi, Secretariat, PHP Institute, Inc. 

 Dr. Dimeji Togunde ,Vice Provost for Global Education; Professor of International Studies, 
Gordon-Zeto Center for Global Education, Spelman College 

 Ms. Jazmyn Burton, Communications for Pres. Campbell, Spelman College 

 Ms. Ingrid Lassiter, Communications for Pres. Campbell, Spelman College 

 Mr. Jarvis Ridges, Assistant to Pres. Campbell, Spelman College 

 Mr. Erin Gallagher, Research Assistant to Dr. Smith 

 Amb. UMEMOTO Kazuyoshi, President, The Japan Foundation 

 Mr. MURATA Harufumi, Managing Director, 1st Japanese-Language Department, The Japan 
Foundation 

 Mr. HARA Hideki, Director, Planning and Coordination /Planning and Coordination / American 
Section, Japanese Studies and Intellectual Exchange Department., The Japan Foundation 

 Ms. YAMAMOTO Masako, Managing Director, The Center for Global Partnership, The Japan 
Foundation 

 Mr. INADA Mitsuhiro, Assistant Managing Director, The Center for Global Partnership, The Japan 
Foundation 

 

STAFF: 

 Ms. ITO Misako, Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat, The Japan Foundation 

 Ms. MARUYAMA Seiko, Assistant to Secretary-General, Japan CULCON Secretariat, the Japan 
Foundation 

 Ms. SUZUKI Mami, Japan CULCON Secretariat, The Japan Foundation 

 Ms. MUNAKATA Nanako, Assistant, Japan CULCON Secretariat, The Japan Foundation 

 Ms. SUGANAMI Jinko, Assistant, Center for Global Partnership, The Japan Foundation 
 

 Ms. Paige Cottingham-Streater, Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Panel; Executive Director, Japan-
U.S. Friendship Commission 

 Ms. Pamela Fields, Deputy Secretary-General, U.S. CULCON Panel 

 Ms. Niharika Joe, Associate Executive Director, Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission 

 Mr. Deven Richardson, Intern, U.S. CULCON Panel 

 Ms. Oliver Santy, Administrative Support Specialist, U.S. Friendship Commission 
 


